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Greetings Florida XVII members,  

 

Itôs September already and hopefully the weather will start cool off 

soon.   

 

Hopefully most of the chapter members have already register for the 

Southern Regional Conference in Greenville, SC starting on  

September 17th.  It not there is still time or you can register at the 

door.  We always have a good time at these conferences, donôt miss 

out.   

 

For those member that missed last months meeting Joe E is working 

on reserving the Clubhouse at the Mainlands for our Christmas 

party again this year.  More information on the dates and time once 

we are able to confirm the reservation.   

 

As some of you may have heard by now, I have decided not to run for 

a chapter office this year.  This decision did not come easy for me 

however due to the fact that I will be retiring in September of 2010 

from the Police department,  I have decided to temporarily step away 

from the Presidentôs position   During this time I hope to enjoy my 

well deserved retirement and decide what I want to do next.   

 

As I said in last monthôs newsletter, this year is an election year for 

chapter officers.  The open Chapter Officers positions are President, 

Secretary and Treasurer.  JoeE has agreed to stay on at the  

Vice-President.  I placed PeterD in charge of nominations for the 

open positions.  If you have an interest in one of these positions or a 

board of Directors position please  

let PeterD know.  We need good  

people to step up for these positions. 

This is your CHAPTER donôt allow 

 if to fail.   

 

 

I guess that about it for this month, 

so until next monthé.. 

 

Ride with Pride 

 

Gary Johnson 

President, Florida XVII  
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BLUE KNIGHTS CHAPTER XVII MEETING MINUTES 

August 13, 2009  
IHOP 

4910 W. Spruce St. 
Tampa, FL 

 
Call to Order:  President, Gary Johnson at 1930 hours. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence  
 
Introduction of Executive Officers :  
Present:    

Gary Johnson: President  
Don McLaughlin: Secretary 
Al Arntzen: Treasurer 

Absent: 
Joe Edelmann: Vice President 

 
 
Introduction of Board of Directors : 
Present:  

Dennis Deppert (Past President) 
Steve Kane (Board Member) 
Steve McDermott (Board Member/Membership Committee) 
Cory Runnels (Board Member) 

Absent: 
Dominick DeSiato (Board Member) 

 
 
Introduction of Staff : 
Present:   

Ron & Rosalie DiMento (Quartermasters) 
Peter Domiziano (SRC and International Secretary) 
Karen Lumpkin (Ride Reporter)  
Bruce Schmitt (Ride Captain) 

Absent:    
Marie Edelmann (Sunshine) 
Steve Emory (Webmaster) 
Howard Johnson (Chaplain) 
Kevin Walker (Membership Committee) 

 
Guests: 
 
Scott Radtke (HCSO) and his nephew, Cory Shanahan 

 
 
Secretary's Report (Don McLaughlin) : 

Motion to accept minutes: 1st: Dennis D, 2nd: Tony S  
 
Treasurer's Report (Al Arntzen) : 

Motion to accept minutes: 1st: Jim M, 2nd: Ron D 
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Meeting Minutes - continued 

Update from International (Peter Domiziano)  
a). Financial Report for BK International. 
b). 3 meetings in attendance at convention:   

Convention Committee:  (2008 Convention, lost $14,000 dollars) ɀ Several of the past international 
presidents formed committee to assist conventions.  Also, 2011 International Convention in Virginia 
(24 hour hospitality room) 
Member Meeting:  Approve new tier for life membership ɀ If Associate, you can take advantage.  Pins 
for years of service (chapter has to send list in to Pat Fox directly).  Long discussion on International 
Magazine including chapter sale items (result of treasurer report, cost $30,000 to print and $65,000 
to send it).  Send it out electronically was suggested, but then, it was stated that not everyone has 
computer access.  Also, monetary reimbursement was increased to 11 conferences/year with $500 
refunded for each. 
Board of Directors Meeting:  Scholarship fund was established, and will be approved but do not yet 
have agreement on specific requirements.  3 piece patch issue was in full discussion and some recom-
mendations were made.  Peter showed photos/examples of 1 piece patch versus 3. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
a).   Fall SRC in Greenville, SC (September 17 - 20th) ɀ Registration form online and hotel price was dropped ($105 

to $95). 
b).   Steve McDermott status (present!) ɀ (Å ÓÔÁÔÅÄȟ Ȱ) ÁÍ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ) ÁÍ ÏËÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÌÉÖÅȦȱ 
c).   Our chapter purchased a laptop for new upcoming Secretary to keep chapter records on, data base is loaded up 

ÏÎ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÇÏȢ 
d).   Election year ɀ if you are interested in becoming an officer, let Peter (nomination committee) know. 
e).   Jim Burgess and American Legion #238 sent us a certificate of appreciation for participating in the 4th of July 

parade.  They appreciated our presence. 
 
NEW MEMBER INSTALLATION:   
 Scott Radtke (22 years LEO), St Pete and then HCSO, motors, Cpl Street Crimes, 3 bikes currently. 
        Cory nominated him for Chapter XVII member.  Motion to accept:  1st:  Cory, 2nd:  Don McL . 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
a).   FL XVII won the International uniform contest:  Peter D, Joe E. Cory R, Jimmy S, Bruce S and Teresa D.  They 

×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎȢ  .Ï×ȟ ÔÈÅÙȟ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÊÕÄÇÅ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
competition. 

b).   Jimmy S won the motorcycle skills contests (times 2) ɀ 2 competitions (obstacle course, and tight turn)  
c). Fred Patnode is not doing well right now, recent surgery on eye, say prayers. 
d). Cory Runnels:  Lives in a big house in Lithia and has a lot of land.  He would like to plan a camping trip possibly 

November 13, 14, & 15.  Big home to sleep on the floor, or pitch a tent, ladies can stay indoors, hang out, watch 
movies, bar-b-q, and go for breakfast ride up the road.  You can come up for the day and not sleep over if you 
want to.   

e).   Dennis Deppert said he would like to recommend that the man and woman who helped Steve McDermott when 
he had his motorcycle accident, be invited to one of our upcoming meetings and buy their dinner.  There was a 
ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÙ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 0ÁÒÔÙ ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÇÕÅÓÔÓȩ  $ÅÎÎÉÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÈÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÃÁÒÅ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å 
do, but as long as we do something to acknowledge them.  Peter D said it will be discussed at the next Board 
Meeting and a decision would be made.  Gary is planning an upcoming Board meeting.    

 
Chatter from the Floor:  
a). Uncle Al:  Announcement that his wife, Gigi will be the next Vice Mayor of Municipality of Largo, re-elected 

ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÎÅÎÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÑÕÁÌÉÆÙȢ  !Ì ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȠ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÎÏÒÔÈ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÂÉËÅȢ  
b).   Dennis Deppert suggested we all add emergency contacts to our license ɀ (free service:   
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Meeting Minutes - continued 

 
www.ToinformFamliesFirst.org).  TIFF, initiated by Christine Olson in memory of her daughter, Tiffany, because she was 

involved in a fatal accident and was not notified for 6 hours because they did not have any emergency con-
tacts..  Tiff sponsored last baseball games 2-3 weeks ago and the proceeds went to their organization.  October 
4, Day Game, Tiff will give $5.00 back towards initiative for their organization.  $24/each for the tickets and let 
Dennis Deppert know if you want to attend the game.   

c).   $ÁÖÅ "ÒÙÁÎÔȡ  /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÂÏÙ ÓÃÏÕÔȭÓ ÍÏÍ ÉÓ Á ÓÅÁÍÓÔÒÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÐÁÔÃÈÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÓÔÓ ÆÏÒ Á 
reasonable price.  He had his entire vest done and all patches (many!) added for $45. 

d).   Dave Bryant ɀ Reminder that HR218/FDLE card is only good for 1 year, so be sure to renew.  He can meet you 
during the week at the range (possibly Tuesday mornings), and get your card renewed for you. 

e). Jimmy S just returned from NYC ɀ went up for the Suicide Run - 
 
 
RIDE CALENDAR (Bruce).    Every Saturday Breakfast Ride, meet at 9 AM, Sears Countryside Mall  

                
  August 23 Chapter Ride, BK, 9 AM 
   27 Hillsborough County, Cellinis Restaurant, Bayshore Blvd, 7:30-7:45 PM 
 
  September ɀ  CHAPTER RIDES BACK TO 10 AM 
    6 Chapter Ride, 10 AM 
   11 9/11 Ride ɀ H.D. Ride, Sarasota/Manatee, 3 PM, FOP Fruitville Road 

12 Crystal River ɀ Black Diamond Country Club ɀ 2ÏÍÕÌÏ Ȱ2ÏÍÙȱ #ÁÍÁÒÇÏ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ 
Citrus County as a 3rd grader and graduated from Crystal River High School in 
1993.  He made the Army his career having served 14 years and the last 8 of which 
with the Special Forces in Afghanistan.  His service was cut short after an ambush 
which left him mostly paralyzed.  Rolling Thunder Florida Chapter 7 and The 
American Legion Chapter 155 will be leading an escort ride for him from the 
Harley Dealer in Crystal River to the luncheon at Black Diamond.  The escort is 
open to all riders that wish to escort our wounded warrior to the luncheon.   

   17-20  BK Fall SRC, Greenville, SC 
   20 2nd Chapter Ride ɀ 10 AM BK 
   24 Cricketers Pub, Bayshore Blvd in Dunedin, 7:30-7:45 meet time. 
 
 
 
50/50 Ticket Sales:  

Winner of 50/50:  $65.00 ɀ Tom McIntyre 
 
 
Next Meeting:  September 10, 2009, 7:30 PM, IHOP 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  

1st:  Don Mc 
2nd:  Peter D 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Lumpkin, for Don McLaughlin, Secretary 

http://www.ToinformFamliesFirst.org
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Your Safety Comes First 
by 

Dominick DeSiato 

 

  

     In The Way 

  

Traffic congestion and collision avoidance can challenge your riding skills, but slow  

moving vehicles can challenge our patience.  Slow moving vehicles that seem to impede 

our progress or stifle the enjoyment of a great twisty road can cause frustration. 

  

Instead of reacting to slower drivers by making risky maneuvers, learn to neutralize the 

situation.  Be aware of any negative feelings you may have toward the slow moving driver 

you are following.  You may experience frustration, impatience or even anger.  To prevent 

these feelings from ruining your ride, it's important to change your outlook. 

  

Instead of steaming inside your helmet, wishing the car or truck would vanish, or making 

a risky pass, try putting more distance between you and the slower vehicle.  Look in your 

rear view mirror  anyway.  The car behind you is probably climbing up your rear.  More 

distance will prevent you from having to stop short and risk being struck from the 

rear.  Another choice is to pull over and sit it out a little while.  Then you can start out 

fresh and drive at your own pace.  

  

 Riding your motorcycle is supposed to be enjoyable.  Let's try to keep it that way. 

 

 

   Ride safe,  

 

   Dominick  
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September 
 
Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside Mall Sears Auto. 
 
SUNDAY CHAPTER RIDES WILL RETURN TO THE 10AM START TIME ON 
09-06-09. 
 
09-06-09 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
09-17-09 through 09-20-09 SRC Fall Conference, Greenville SC. 
09-20-09 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
09-24-09 Dinner ride to Cricketers British Pub & Restaurant, 2634 Bayshore Blvd. 
Dunedin. Meet at the restaurant between 7:30 and 7:45pm. 
09-26-09 BK-FLXXIX multi chapter breakfast. 
 
 

October 

 

Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside Mall Sears Auto. 
 

10-03-09 Jim's HD Midnight to Dawn Poker Run. 

10-11-09 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 

10-22-09 Dinner ride to a Pasco County location. 

10-25-09 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 

 
 
 
 



 

Happy Birthday  
Eric Myers    - 9/04 

Jim Burgess    - 9/05 

Jim Colson    - 9/06 

Karen Miller    - 9/08 

Dick DelRossi   - 9/09 

 Karen Mocsary    - 9/09 

Sandy Steinberg   - 9/13 

Bobby Jones   - 9/15 

Joyce Chiavetta   - 9/16 

Teresa Douthit   - 9/17 

Ed Kurtzeborn   - 9/18 

Jimmy Seibel   - 9/19 

Bruce Beausoleil  - 9/21 

Karen Lumpkin   - 9/22 

Penny Savage   - 9/23 

Tony Glander   - 9/25 

Dean LaChance   - 9/26 

Sondra Begerow   - 9/30 
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Chapter President  Chapter Vice President 

And Chief Photographer 

Safety  

Educator 

Ride 

Coordinator 

Ride 

Reporter 
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FOR THOSE WHO COULD NOT ATTEND THE FUNERAL SERVICE FOR TPD 

CORPORAL MIKE ROBERTS, YOU MISSED A BEAUTIFUL TESTAMENT TO A 

FALLEN HERO.  THE FOLLOWING POEM WAS WRITTEN ON THE LAST PAGE 

OF THE FUNERAL PROGRAM. SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE PREVIOUSLY READ 

IT, BUT I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE NICE FOR ALL TO READ ITôS BEAUTIFUL 

WORDS.  

The Final Inspection 
 

The Policeman stood and faced his God, which must always come to pass. He hoped his shoes were 

shining, just as brightly as his brass. 

 

ñSTEP FORWARD NOW, POLICEMAN.  

HOW SHALL I DEAL WITH YOU?  

HAVE YOU ALWAYS TURNED THE OTHER CHEEK?  

TO MY CHURCH, HAVE YOU BEEN TRUE?ò 
 

The Policeman squared his shoulders and said ñNo, Lord, I guess I ainôt. Cause those of us who 

carry a badge canôt always be a Saint. Iôve had to work most Sundays and at times my talk was rough. 

And sometimes Iôve been violent, because the streets are awful tough. 

 

But I never took a penny that wasnôt mine to keepé 

Though Iôve worked a lot of overtime when bills  

got too steep. 

 

And I never passed a cry for help. Though at times,  

I shook with fear. And sometimes, God forgive me,  

Iôve wept unmanly tears. I know I donôt deserve a  

place among the people here. They never wanted  

me around, except to calm their fear. 

 

If youôve a place for me here, Lord, It neednôt be  

so grand. I never expected or had too much,  

but if you donôt, Iôll understand.ò 

 

There was silence all around the Throne, where the  

Saints had often trod, As the Policeman waited  

quietly for the judgment of his God. 

 

ñSTEP FORWARD NOW, POLICEMAN.  

YOURôVE BORNE YOUR BURDENS WELL. 

COME WALK A BEAT ON HEAVENôS 

STREETS. 

YOUôVE DONE YOUR TIME IN HELLôò 


