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 Greetings, 

 

My article this month is focused on one issue, to commit or 

not to commit. The title of my article is ñIts Time to Stand 

Up and Commit.ò 

 

When I joined the Blue Knights and Florida XVII in 1998, I 

was working full time in Healthcare Administration and 

knew that one day, when I had the time; I would step up and 

run for a Chapter officer, or Board of Director position. 

Briefly in 2000, I volunteered to do the Chapter newsletter, 

which gave me an insight into how the Board and Executive 

Officers do their jobs.  

 

When I returned to the Chapter in 2003, after a 1 year  

affiliation with Georgia I (Atlanta) and 2 years with Florida 

XI (West Palm Beach), I knew it was time for me to  

volunteer whatever talent and skills I had to Florida XVII. In 

2004, I again took on the role of Newsletter Editor and in 

2006, ran successfully for Chapter President. After one term 

as President, I decided to not run for reelection, and support 

Gary Johnson in his term as President, still however  

publishing the Newsletter. In 2010, I again ran successfully 

for President and for some crazy reason, only known to me, I 

also was elected Secretary of the Southern Regional  

Conference.  

 

Why have I written my Blue Knight biography? Because, my 

time in office will end for good in December and itôs time for 

another regular member to step up and make the commitment 

to preside over the best Blue Knight chapter in Florida. 

 

We have approximately 80 members in the Chapter. Regular 

members make up approximately 50%, Associate members 

approximately 49.5%, and the remaining .5% Honoraries. 

From the approximately 77 regular and associate members, I 

know there are very capable and talented individuals who 
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would make an excellent President, Vice President, or Treasurer. Is that you? 

Is it your time to step up and become President, Vice President or Treasurer? Sure it is! All it 

takes is for you to tell another member that you are interested in running for a Chapter officer 

position and accepting when your name when itôs placed in nomination, during the October or  

November meetings. 

 

The Chapter is getting older. We need new and younger members to step up and take the reins. 

Those of us who served the Chapter over the past 10 years understand that it takes new and 

fresh ideas to make a great Chapter, greater. It takes fresh ideas to lead the Chapter through the 

next 10 years.  

 

Donôt be complacent. Donôt think that you canôt make the commitment necessary to be  

successful, you can. All it takes is personal reflection and your time and talent. Think about it. 

Florida XVII (The Party Police), is one of the most respected and liked chapters in the         

Conference.  

It took years of work, love and dedication to reach the level of respect that our Chapter          

currently has. I hope and pray that you can donate your talents to continue the reputation      

Florida XVII enjoys.  

If you are interested in running for a Chapter officer position and would like to talk to Joe E,  

Paul or Myself; please do so. Call or email any of us and we will be glad to answer any       

questions you may have.  

 

I look forward to hearing your name placed in nomination and your acceptance. I thank you in 

advance for your consideration.  

RECAP OF WHAT HAPPENED AT THE FALL, SRC PRESIDENTS MEETING  

 

1. On line (Internet) dues renewal starting in 2012. Trails start in November, 2011. 

 

2. Blue Knight $3,000 accidental death insurance became effective July, 2011. Any Blue 

 Knight, and/or immediate family member who are accidently killed will receive the 

 $3,000 payment. Step children are not covered. 

 

3. There are 79 chapters and 2,609 members in the SRC.  

 

4. There are 630 chapters and 20,018 members in the Blue Knights. 
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 5. The spring, 2012 Conference will be held on April 19, 20, 21 & 22, 2012; in Cocoa 

Beach, Florida. Hotel information and Registration form forthcoming. Host Chapter FL 

XII.  

 

6. Proposal passed to give chapters the ability to raise chapter dues from up to $20, to up to 

$50 per year. This is a discretionary increase that chapters are not obligated to do. 

 

7. Proposal (Tabled) to ask International to consider creating a conference level Member at 

Large membership for 2 current (30+ year) members who are not acceptable to their lo-

cal chapters.  

 

8. Florida XXIX lodged a complaint against Chairman Alex Ramirez and made a motion 

to call for a vote of Confidence on the Chairman. The motion was seconded and passed. 

By a vote of 25 for and 2 against, the SRC presidents voted ñNon-Confidenceò in the 

Chairman. A motion was made and seconded to vote on asking the Chairman to resign. 

The vote was 12 for and 15 against. The motion failed. 

 

9.  Election of the 2012 & 2013 SRC Executive Board as follows: 

 Chairman:   Alex Ramirez (Unopposed) 

 

 Vice Chairman: Bruce Verrette (LA XII) defeated incumbent Lewis Kelly by the 

    vote of 13 to 11. 

 

 Secretary:  Jay Loring (AL VIII) ï Unopposed 

 

 Treasurer:  Larry Meyer (Unopposed) 

 

 International Rep: Brad Tollefson (LA II) defeated 

    incumbent Julio (Jay) Miranda  

    by the vote of 18 to 6. 

 

Hope to see everyone at the October 13th meeting. Donôt  

forget to bring a door prize. Ride with Pride and Often. 

 

   Dennis 
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BLUE KNIGHTS CHAPTER XVII MEETING MINUTES 
September 8, 2011  

IHOP 
4910 W. Spruce St. 

Tampa, FL 
 
Call to Order:     Dennis Deppert: President    
 
Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence  
 
Introduction of Executive Officers :  
Present:    
Dennis Deppert: President     
Joe Edelmann: Vice President   
Paul Griffin: Treasurer     absent 
Jim Seibel: Secretary   
 
Introduction of Board of Directors : 
Present:  
Gary Johnson (Past President)    
Don McLaughlin (Board Member)  

Dominick DeSiato (Board Member)  
Bruce Schmitt (Board Member)  absent 

 
 
Introduction of Staff : 
Present:   
Ron & Rosalie DiMento (Quartermasters) 
Teresa Douthit (Ride Reporter)  absent 
Bruce Schmitt (Ride Captain)  absent 
Steve Emory (Webmaster)   absent 
Marie Edelmann (Sunshine Member)   absent 
  Dan Boesswetter (Chaplain) absent 
 
 
Absent:    
                         
Teresa Douthit (Ride Reporter)  absent 
Bruce Schmitt (Ride Captain)  absent 
Steve Emory (Webmaster)   absent 
Marie Edelmann (Sunshine Member)   absent 
 Dan Boesswetter (Chaplain) absent 
 
Guests: 
Roberto (Bert) Batista ɀ President west coast Fl. COPS 
Franc Jenking ɀ V.P. west coast Fl. COPS 

 Janet Prall  -  TX VII 
 Rick Diaz ɀ guest of Juan Santos 
Aaron Tilley 

 Aryn Tilley  
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Secretary's Report (Jim Seibel): 
Motion to accept minutes:   

Eric M.  
Bob B. 

 
Treasurer's Report ( Paul Griffin):   

RON D. 
A. J. 

 
  V.I.P. guests    
 
 Update from International    
 

New $3,000 life insurance policy for all Blue Knights and family members  
   

Safety Presentation:  Deferred  
 
OLD BUSINESS:                       
 

Fall SRC is in Mobile Al.   
 

2011 Christmas party  - Dec 18,2011 
 

Manatee Co. 9/11 Rememberance Ride and BK buffet 
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

      Discussed elections coming up in Oct ɀ Nov with elections in Dec. 
     Presentation by Bert Batista from COPS West Coast Chapter  
 

NEW MEMBER INSTALLATION:   
 

Chatter from the Floor:  
Chapter presented $307.00 donation to COPS from pass the hat and Chapter half of 50-50 

 
RIDE CALENDAR (Bruce).     
                                               See ride calendar  
  
50/50 Ticket Sales: 
                                        
                                         $73 to Gary J.  
                                  
Next Meeting:    
                                October 13th, 2011                   
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  
. 

Bob B. 
Don M. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jim Seibel, Secretary 
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Your Safety Comes First         

     Beware Of Parked Cars  

  

We often take for granted cars that are parked along the sides of the road as being of 
no threat because they are not moving.  The potential danger is that that car you are 
about to pass may have just parked and the next thing that is going to happen is that 
the driver's door is going to come flying open.  The heavier the driver the faster and 
further the door is about to open.  
 
Take a second look at cars that are parked along both sides of the roadway.  Even the 
ones parked on the opposite side of the road can hurt you because they might open 
the door in front of a car that is on the opposite side of the road forcing it to swerve   
unexpectedly onto your side of the roadway and you will now be looking at it head on. 
  
 Look at those parked cars.  See if there is a driver sitting behind the wheel.  Look at 
the tail lights which might give you an indication of what the car is doing or about to 
do.  Put your finger on the horn ready to blow it and be ready to swerve quickly if     
necessary. 
  
          Ride Safe,  
 

     Dominick  
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October  
 
Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside Mall Sears Auto.  
 
10-01-11 Cruising for Critters Poker Run. Registration 8am until 9:45am at Eve's    
Family Restaurant 3150 Tampa Rd. Oldsmar. Ksu 10am. Cost n/a at this time. 
10-02-11 Rolling Thunder Homeless Veterans Poker Run. Registration 9:30am at    
Baldomero Lopez State Veterans Nursing Home 6919 Parkway Blvd, Land-o-Lakes 
34639. Cost $15 per rider/$5 per passenger. 
10-07-11 through 10-09-11 Cotee River Bike Fest, Sim's Park, NPR. See 
www.coteeriverbikefest.com for additional information. 
10-09-11 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
10-09-11 Fire & Iron's Poker Run to Benefit The Childrens Burn Camp. Registration 
Friday and Saturday at the Fire & Iron booth in Sim's Park at the Cotee River Bike 
Fest, Sunday 9am until 11am at Benchwarmers 6431 US19 (just north of Main St.) 
NPR. Cost n/a at this time. 
10-13-11 through 10-16-11 Biketoberfest, Daytona Beach. 
10-15-11 BK-Fl IX's Biketoberfest event which includes continental breakfast, guided 
ride through the area countryside, German/Bavarian lunch, 50/50, raffles, and more. 
Registration 8am at the FOP Lodge #40, 471 Old Mission Rd. New Smyrna Beach. 
Cost $20 pp. 
10-21-11 through 10-23-11 Florida's 6th Annual West Coast Bike Rally. See 
www.westcoastbikerally.org for additional information. 
10-23-11 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
10-27-11 Dinner ride to the Hibachi Buffet 7910 49th St. N. Pinellas Park. Meet at the 
restaurant between 7 and 7:30pm. 

http://www.coteeriverbikefest.com
http://www.westcoastbikerally.org
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November  
 
Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside Mall Sears Auto.  
 
11-05-11 BK-FL XV's Annual Family Day & Pig Roast. Starts promptly 1pm - rain or 
shine - at the American Legion Post 335, 11421 Osceola Dr. NPR 34654. Food will be 
served from 3pm until 5pm. Music from 2pm until 6pm with door prizes and 50/50.   
Vendors will be on site. Donation $18 pp $10 children 4-10. All tickets will be sold in 
advance, no sales the day of the event. Let me know if you want tickets. 
 
11-06-11 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
 
11-19-11 Old Town HOG Chapter's Annual Paws for Patriots Poker Run. Event starts 
and ends at H D of Brandon, 9841 Adamo Dr. (just east of Hwy 301) Registration 8am 
until 11am. First bike out at 9am last bike in at 2pm. Cost $10 per hand or 3 hands for 
$20. 
 
11-20-11 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
 
11-24-11 Dinner ride - CANCELLED - Happy Thanksgiving. 
 



 

Happy Birthday  
 
 

 

Mike Bothwick  -  10/01 

Doris McIntyre  -  10/05 

Kim Bettineschi  -  10/06 

Sophie Hartjen  -  10/10 

Barby Jones  -  10/19 

William Brem  -  10/20 

Denise Seibel  -  10/22 

Dave Bryant  -  10/24 
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PHOTO GALLERY  

Fall SRC, Mobile, Alabama - September 29 -  October 2,  2011 
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PHOTO GALLERY  

Fall SRC, Mobile, Alabama - September 29 -  October 2,  2011 -  continued 
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 PHOTO GALLERY  

Fall SRC, Mobile, Alabama - September 29 -  October 2,  2011 -  continued 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  


