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Greetings Florida XVII members,  

 

The Chapter XVII Christmas party this year will again held at the 

Mainlandôs Clubhouse in Pinellas County on Sunday, December 13th 

from 2pm till 6pm.   It was agreed on by the chapter members that 

the food this year will be catered and paid for out of the chapter 

funds.  A catering company has been located and we now need to 

have a count of the number of members that will be attending the 

Christmas party this year.  The chapter will pay for the member and 

spouse or significant other only.  Each additional family member or 

guest will be charged a fee depending on what the catering company 

charges us.  In the email announcement I sent out last week I  

requested that you reply by November 6th, so we can get a count for 

the catering company, to date I have received replies from only 27 

members.   
  

As always we will have our gift exchange at the party. If you wish to 

participate in the gift exchange please bring a gift valued at $15-$20, 

marked for a male or female.    

 

I would ask all members to make an effort to attend this monthly 

meeting as the November meeting will close the nominations for 

Chapter Officers.  As per the Chapter By-laws, you must be present 

at the meeting to accept your nomination.  As I have said in the past 

this is your chapter and itôs very important that we fill these  

positions.  The open Chapter Officers positions are President,  

Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  I have placed Peter D in 

charge of nominations for the open positions.  If you have an interest 

in one of these positions or a board  

of Directors position please let  

Peter D know. We need good people 

to step up for these positions.   

This is your CHAPTER, donôt allow 

 it to fail.   

 

I guess that about it for this month,  

so until next monthé.. 

 

Ride with Pride 

 

Gary Johnson 

President, Florida XVII  
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BLUE KNIGHTS CHAPTER XVII MEETING MINUTES 
October 08, 2009  

IHOP 
4910 W. Spruce St. 

Tampa, FL 
 
Call to Order:  President, Gary Johnson at 1940 hours. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence  
 
Introduction of Executive Officers :  
Present:   

Joe Edelmann:  Vice President 
Gary Johnson:  President  
Don McLaughlin: Secretary 
Al Arntzen:  Treasurer 
 

Introduction of Board of Directors : 
Present:  

Dennis Deppert (Past President/SRC Secretary) 
Dominick DeSiato (Board Member) 
Steve Kane (Board Member) 
Cory Runnels (Board Member) 

 
Absent: 

Steve McDermott (Board Member/Membership Committee) 
 
Introduction of Staff : 
Present:   

Ron & Rosalie DiMento (Quartermasters) 
Peter Domiziano (SRC and International Secretary) 
Steve Emory (Webmaster) 
Karen Lumpkin (Ride Reporter)  
Bruce Schmitt (Ride Captain) 

 
Absent:    

Marie Edelmann (Sunshine) 
Howard Johnson (Chaplain) 
Kevin Walker (Membership Committee) 

 
Guests: 
  

Derek Jones (Former honorary member of FL II) 
  

Secretary's Report (Don McLaughlin) : 
 Thank Mike Hatch for taking minutes last month while we were out of town. 

Motion to accept minutes: 1st:  Perry Branum, 2nd:  Dave Keith  
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Meeting Minutes - continued 

Treasurer's Report (Al Arntzen) : 
Motion to accept minutes: 1st: Tom McIntyre, 2nd: Jimmy Mancini 

 
Update from International (Peter Domiziano)  
a).   Misc. information, reference upcoming International meetings. 
 
Safety Presentation (Dominick DeSiato):  
a)   Freshen up on Florida laws.  Dominick has copies of laws if anyone wants to view them. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
a).   Fall SRC Greenville, 19 members in attendance, Best Represented Chapter Award.  We received a 

nice plaque. 
b).  Additional awards:  Cory received youngest rider, tour backpack for his bike, Cory won a cruise for 

2. 
c).   Spring SRC 2010, Sarasota (18) sponsoring in Venice.  Peter went down to view the hotel (Holiday 

House), $69/night.  Registration form is already on-line and Steve will put it on our website.  They 
have a lot of nice things lined up and 24 hour Hospitality Room 

d).   $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρσȟ ς 0- ÔÉÌÌ φ 0-ȟ -ÁÉÎÌÁÎÄȭÓ #ÌÕÂÈÏÕÓÅ ɉ*ÏÅ Ǫ -ÁÒÉÅȭÓ ÐÌÁÃÅɊȟ %ÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ  
 catered.  Gary will send email to get feedback so he can get with the caterer and line things up.  Eric 

will still bring his deep fried turkey.  Member and Significant others covered, but anyone over that, 
will have to pay per person.  Please respond to email.  FL II also invited, and we will take care of 
their meals as well, as they are Blue Knight Members 

 
NEW MEMBER INSTALLATION:    
a). We nominated Fred Sherman  as a member to Chapter XVII member, even though he was absent, 

because he has been a Blue Knight member for 30 years. 
Motion to accept:  1st: Dennis Oliveri , 2nd:  Don McLaughlin. 

b). Joe Gerretz (& wife Nancy)  (FL II), will join tonight ɀ retired from PCSO, 25-30 years as a Blue 
Knight.  1st:  Peter D, 2nd:  Tommy Stein 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
a).   (Ï×ÁÒÄ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ ɉ'ÁÒÙȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒɊ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅÓÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÁÓ #ÈÁÐÌÁÉÎȟ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÉÓ ÄÏÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ Á 

lot more responsibilities.  He is a Funeral Director (internship currently), so does not have the  
 opportunity with church on the weekends.  Anyone else like to be Chaplain?  If someone knows  
 anyone who wants to do it and steps up, they would be a Special Honorary Member. 
b).   Chapter Renewals, $30, get your check into Don McLaughlin.  Don said he will send out an email 

with his home address so you can just mail them to Don, or bring your check to the meetings.  We 
usually have until 2nd week or so of January, but with many new faces for Secretary and Treasurer, 
might want to pay up as soon as possible.  Christmas party is a good opportunity to pay.  Cash is 
okay, but checks are much better for book keeping, per Al. 

c). October starts nominations for 2 months.  Peter D received 2 positive responses already, 28% of 
ÏÕÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÈÅÌÄ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȟ ÓÏ χπϷ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÁÎÄ υπϷ ÏÒ ÓÏ ÉÓ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÏÌÄ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȢ  
Peter D mentioned that we need new blood for the positions to keep it young, fresh and new.  Peter 
D said there is so much history from those who have held offices in our club, but he wants for others 
to step up.  Peter D said he will hold off on the names until next month so he will not discourage 
anyone from contacting Peter D for an office.  President and Vice President Positions are open right 
now. 
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Meeting Minutes - continued 

d). Gary said that we have always said that you have to be present to be nominated, so anyone who 
×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ×ÈÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÁÙ ÓÏȢ 

e).   FL II, President, Fred Sherman, Range Master, works evenings, and you have to stand up in front of 
the members.  Fred has been a member for 30 plus years?  Many knew him for 25 years, and Dennis 
O said he would be in favor of him coming on board, even though he is not present for the new 
member nomination into our chapter. 

f). He was also their Quarter Master, Treasurer and Secretary.  Fred contacted our Quartermaster, Ron, 
and traded off quite a bit of their stuff (pins, patches, etc) so provided it to us.  There is not enough 
activity to keep his chapter open.  He still has a motorcycle, but not sure if he still rides. 

g). FL II number will be held and controlled by us, so no-one can open up their Chapter and take it over.  
Peter D said that if we decided to want to break our chapter in half, (Hillsborough and Pinellas), we 
could do that if we wanted to. 

 
Chatter from the Floor:  
a). &ÒÅÄ ÓÁÉÄ ÈÅ ÈÁÓ Á ÂÕÎÃÈ ÏÆ ÈÅÌÍÅÔ ÈÏÌÄÅÒÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÌÅÔ ÈÉÍ ËÎÏ× ÁÎÄ ÈÅȭÌÌ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ 

already made up and ready to go. 
 
b).   Cory discussed the camping trip at his house in Lithia, November 13, 14, and 15th.  Saturday  
 morning breakfast ride.  Big campfire, hay rides, women have the house and men have outside,  
 fireplace, Cory will provide some meats, bring sides. 
 
RIDE CALENDAR (Bruce).  Every Saturday Breakfast Ride, meet at 9 AM, Sears Countryside Mall  

                
 
October  9-11  Cody River Fest, New Port Richey 

11 Bob White Charity Ride, Gulf Coast Harley Davidson, $25/rider, $15/passenger 
18 30%#)!, #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ 2ÉÄÅ ω !-ȟ #ÅÄÁÒ +ÅÙ !ÒÔ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÈÏÎÏÒÉÎÇ "ÒÕÃÅ ÁÎÄ 4ÅÒÅÓÁȭÓ 

Anniversary 
22 Catches ɀ off 19 
31 Memorial Ride, Sgt Ron Harrison, USF Sun-dome  

 
 
50/50 Ticket Sales:  

Winner of 50/50:  Joe and Nancy Gerretz $ 82.00 
 
Next Meeting:  November 12, 2009, 7:30 PM, IHOP 
 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  

1st:  Dennis D 
2nd:  Peter D 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Lumpkin, for Don McLaughlin, Secretary 
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Your Safety Comes First 
by 

Dominick DeSiato 

   Strategies for Survival  

  

Having the proper mindset when you ride can save you a lot of 

grief.   Thinking "this is my lane and I have a right to be here" can get you 

hurt.   You should be thinking when you ride "the cars are out to get me".  

  

Not only thinking properly will help, but also moving around in traffic as 

needed is necessary.   If you are approaching an oncoming  car that is    

waiting to turn left, your first move is to move over to the left portion 

of  your lane for maximum visibility.   Cover your brakes to cut down on    

reaction time just in case you need them.   have your finger on the horn 

button ready to sound it if needed.    Look at the driver to see where they 

are looking.   Watch the front wheels of the car to see if they start        

moving.   And finally as you are getting close to passing the  car, move over 

to the right portion of  your lane to create  some distance between you and 

the car just in case  the car  begins to move towards you.  

 

Riding should be fun and relaxed but don't get too complacent.  

  

  Ride safe,  

  Dominick  
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FOR SALE 

SPECIAL REQUEST FROM CHAPTER XVII MEMBER RAY ZURENDA. HE IS SELLING 

HIS TRIKE AND WANTED OUR MEMBERS TO KNOW. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED OR 

KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO MAY BE, RAY CAN BE CONTACTED AT 727-510-8390 or 

email her dzurenda@tampabay.rr.com 

97 Goldwing 1500 SE 

             71,000 miles 

             White with Chris Cruz murals 

             Wing Bling Walnut grain 

             2006 Champion kit  

             photos in cycle trader 

             asking $19,500.00  

mailto:dzurenda@tampabay.rr.com
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November 

Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside Mall Sears Auto. 

 

11-01-09 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 

11-08-09 Cops N Kids Toy Run, Tarpon Springs. Registration 10am - 12pm at MLK and Walton 

Ave. Cost $5 plus an unwrapped toy pp. Ksu at 12:30pm, escorted ride ends at Captain Jack's 

on Alt. 19, Tarpon Springs. Proceeds to Tarpon Springs Cops & Kids Program. 

11-13-09 through 11-15-09 Cory's Bash at the Ranch, campout weekend. 

11-13-09 through 11-15-09 NEX Ribfest, Vinoy Park St. Petersburg. Admission tickets advance 

sales $10pp Rally Food Stores, gate $15pp. 

11-15-09 Chapter ride, CANCELLED. 

11-26-09 Dinner ride, CANCELLED, Happy Thanksgiving. 

December 
 

Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside Mall Sears Auto. 

 

12-04-09 through 12-05-09 BK-FL IV's Knights of the Round Table Tournament between the 

Red, Blue, & Green Knights, Titusville. Cost driver $10, passenger $5, spectator $3. See flyer on 

the SRC website for hotel and additional information. 

12-06-09 22nd Annual Jim Rosenkrans' Toy Run, 8:30am, Jim's HD, 2805 54th Ave. N. St.     

Petersburg. $15pp or a new unwrapped toy, plus 4 cans of food gets you a commemorative 

drink coozie. Ksu 10am, escorted ride to and along the beach. Enter on the 54th Ave side of the 

building, we should be one of the first 5 groups leaving. 

12-13-09 Chapter Christmas Party, 2pm - 6pm, Mainlands unit #5 clubhouse, 4275 Mainlands 

Blvd. Pinellas Park. Gift exchange $15pp. 

12-13-09 Chapter ride, CANCELLED. 

12-24-09 Dinner ride, CANCELLED, Merry Christmas. 

12-27-09 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 



 

Happy Birthday  
 

Debbie Zurenda  - 11/01 

Jorge de Zengotita - 11/02 

Barbara Longo  - 11/05 

Maryann Pizzo  - 11/10 

Charles Cronin  - 11/14 

Dennis Hughes  - 11/15 

Roland Cox  - 11/16 

Judy Linn  - 11/19 

Yolanda Rutel  - 11/21 

Dennis Deppert  - 11/22 

Peter Begerow  - 11/23 

John Martin  - 11/27 

                        Ivan Linn        -       11/29   (Happy 75th) 
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