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Knightly News

Greetings,

I usually enjoy starting my article by acknowledging the
fabulous riding weather we have in the Tampa Bay area. It is
true that the riding weather has been great the past couple of
weeks and hopefully all of you have been able to enjoy it.
However, it takes a back seat to the tragedy that again has hit
our law enforcement family.

When I wrote my article for the February newsletter, I

compared the line of duty deaths of the eight (8) Tampa Bay
and Miami officers, to the line of duty deaths of the nine (9)
NYPD officers killed in the 1970’s. I never thought I would
be writing about another Tampa Bay officer’s death so soon.

Although I never personally met St. Petersburg Police
Officer David Crawford, from the emotions expressed by his
friends and colleges interviewed on television, I know it
would have been an honor to have known a brother officer
who was so beloved and respected by his peers. A man who
commuted almost 200 miles round trip each day to the job he
loved, and refused to consider retirement after 25 years of
service, was truly the epitome of a dedicated and respected
police officer.

Take a moment to think about what we know about the radio
call and how Officer Crawford died. In my mind it reflects
the type of person he was.

Less than a month after two of his brother officers were shot
and killed, Officer Crawford didn’t think about his own
safety and didn’t approach the “suspicious person” suspect
with his gun drawn. No, he must have recognized that the
suspect was a juvenile and approached him with his note pad
in hand. It’s obvious that David Crawford was a caring man
who did not see the worst in the youth of St. Petersburg.
Maybe if he did, he would be alive today.
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As I'said, I did not know Officer David Crawford. God knows, I would be a better person
today, if I did know him.

If there is one thing that we all should learn from these senseless tragedies, is that our lives on
this earth are too short, and our death, for the most part is out of
our control. Make every moment of every day count. Love your
families and make peace with your God.

I want to thank all the members who called and sent get well cards.
My surgery went well and I am recovering ahead of schedule. I will
definitely make the meeting on March 10, and with God’s help |

should be back on my motorcycle by March 15, if not sooner.

Until next month, stay safe and ride often.

Dennis

Meeting Minutes

BLUE KNIGHTS CHAPTER XVII MEETING MINUTES
January 13,2011
IHOP
4910 W. Spruce St.
Tampa, FL

Call to Order: Joe Edelmann Vice President

Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence

Introduction of Executive Officers:
Present:
Dennis Deppert:  President
Joe Edelmann: Vice President
Gary Johnson: Treasurer
Jim Seibel: Secretary

Introduction of Board of Directors:
Present:
Gary Johnson (Past President)
Don McLaughlin (Board Member)
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Meeting Minutes - continued

Dominick DeSiato (Board Member)
Bruce Schmitt (Board Member)

Introduction of Staff:
Present:
Ron & Rosalie DiMento (Quartermasters)
Teresa Douthit (Ride Reporter)
Bruce Schmitt (Ride Captain)
Steve Emory (Webmaster) Absent
Marie Edelmann (Sunshine Member)

Absent:
Dennis Deppert: President
Steve Emory (Webmaster)

Guests:

David Lydon NYSP (potential new member)
Brenda Thistle Ont XV

Paul Johnson and John Melvin MASS IX

Skip Stone and Mark Parco FL XV

Jessica Lumpkin

Secretary's Report (Jim Seibel):
Motion to accept minutes:

Bob B.
Eric M.
Treasurer's Report (Gary Johnson ):
Bob B.
Bruce S.
Update from International (Peter Domiziano): Differed

OLD BUSINESS:
Spring SRC is April 14-17 jn New Orleans. Please get your room reservations and registration in
2011 International Convention in Chesapeake VA is July 17-22, 2011
There are members going up to Washington, DC on Amtrak for Police Memorial Eeek, May 12-17. 2011. If
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NEW MEMBER INSTALLATION: None

NEW BUSINESS:

Peter D is ordering magnetic banners for Blue Knights vehicles. More information at next
meeting.
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Meeting Minutes - continued

The Board of Directors will have a special meeting immediately after this meeting to vote on the open Board
position. The following member have requested consideration..

Bob Baker

Al Arntzen

Jim Bettineschi
Tony Maisto

Chatter from the Floor:

Members from FL XV were asking our chapter to attend a fund raiser for Katlin to be held Feb. 19th at the FOP in Land O
Lakes. It was suggested by one of our members to donate money to this cause. After some discussion it was suggested
that we pass a hat and donate the chapters half of 50/50 to them. The total donation was $340.00.

RIDE CALENDAR (Bruce).

See ride calendar

50/50 Ticket Sales:

Eoo O $11 - xEI ATTAOAA EEO xETTEITCO O +AO0dI
Next Meeting:
Thursday March 10t, 2011
MOTION TO ADJOURN:
Bobby B.
Joe G.

Respectfully submitted,
Jim Seibel, Secretary

g

£a Your Safety Comes First

Dominick DeSiato

'2-Second Rule'
Determined by road conditions
By: James R. Davis

Dominick was not able to write a safety article for this month. This article is copied from
the motorcycle safety website: msgroup.org.
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A message was posted in a motorcycle conference recently which argued that we should abandon the
'2-second' rule (distance between bikes in the same track - distance between each bike in the group being
half that) and possibly double it to increase safety.

Yes, that will certainly increase safety, generally, but it results in a group that is spread so far out that it
introduces new safety problems - like it encourages cagers to dart into the gaps between bikes.

But there are times where the '2-second' rule makes no sense whatever. To begin with, it must be
realized that there is a set of implicit assumptions that goes along with adopting that rule. Most
important of these is that the skills/experience level of the individual riders is about at par with each
other. Additionally, but often overlooked, is the absolute assumption that you are riding on dry level
pavement! (More importantly still, that you have UNOBSTRUCTED VISIBILITY.)

It has been well documented that it takes the average person almost 1 full second to recognize and then
to react to an UNEXPECTED threat. (About 1/2 second if the threat is anticipated.) The '2-second Rule',
in other words, provides 1 full second of distance between bikes in order to provide sufficient time for
following bikers to recognize and react to unexpected threats.

If all bikers in the group have roughly equivalent skills, then no matter what the driver ahead of you
does - so long as he REMAINS IN CONTROL OF HIS BIKE - you should be able to do the same
without running into him. This is true whether you are on wet or dry pavement and regardless of any
pavement slope you are on. (In fact, this is almost true about the bike that is only 1 second ahead of you
- that is, if he, for example, begins a panic stop then in 1 second you will also be able to begin a panic
stop and you will be exactly where he WAS when he did so. You will both end up in exactly the same
spot - he will have stopped before you get to him but you will be traveling at about 1 MPH when you
do.)

However, the bike ahead of you is not the only thing that you might have to avoid hitting. Going down
hill or riding on wet surfaces dramatically increases your stopping distance and is important should you
have to avoid an obstacle in the road (pothole or vehicle), or the bike ahead of you that is no longer in
control (highsided, for example.)

Since your tire traction is cut by as much as TWO-THIRDS on wet roads, clearly you should increase
following distances substantially over what is safe on dry level roads. Similarly, sand or gravel covered
roadways should cause you to stretch out those following distances. However, that is NOT because you
have less time to react - the 2-second rule is to provide REACT TIME, and is NOT a function of
traction.

Since gravity either aids or detracts from the ability of your brakes to stop your bike based on whether
you are on an incline or a decline, following distances must be significantly increased to maintain the
safety margin if you are riding downhill - and the steeper the slope, the wider those distances should be.

When riding in a curve most motorcyclists choose their own line and certainly should not be 'required' to
stay in their track (though they should stay in their lane, of course.) It follows, then, that distances
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between bikes should be nearly doubled when riding twisties.

If the bike ahead of you does not remain in control, then you need to be able to avoid hitting him without
doing whatever got him into trouble (such as hitting something in the road.) In low traction
environments (or going downhill) you need more time and distance.

The '2-second rule' means that in staggered formation there is a ONE second spacing between each bike,
thus a TWO second spacing between bikes in the same track.

My intention in this discussion is to demonstrate that if you use this kind of spacing then:

IF your reaction time to an unexpected threat is 1 second or less (studies have shown this to be a
reasonable expectation), and
IF your motorcycle skills are as good or better than those of the next driver ahead of you,

Then whatever the motorcyclist ahead of you does you should be able to do without running into him.
(Including a panic stop, or a turn across your path, or both.)

All else being equal, the "2-second rule" should constitute your fundamental safety margin while riding
in a group if you use it as a minimum spacing distance.

This does not mean it is impossible to hit the guy ahead of you if he loses control of his bike! If he
T-bones a vehicle that enters an intersection, you will almost certainly run into them. If he locks his rear
brake and then highsides, you might run into him.

But running into the bike ahead is not your only threat. If that bike successfully dodges an obstacle in
the street, you could hit it rather than him. If a deer or another vehicle happens to run into the gap
between you and the bike ahead, you need stopping/swerving ability.

Since wet surfaces or driving down a hill decreases stopping ability, it makes sense to widen the gaps
between bikes when you have to deal with them. Not so that you can avoid hitting the bike ahead of you

if he remains in control of his bike, but because he might not, or other panic stop conditions might arise.

Conditions which should cause you to increase following distance, then, are those that affect
VISIBILITY and, as a result, reaction time.
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Bruce’s Place

March
Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside Mall Sears Auto.

03-04-11 through 03-13-11 Bike Week - Daytona Beach. See blueknightsfla9.com for
information about lodging arrange de for you by them also see bksrc.org
03-05-11 4th Annual Florida BIueWIewrston BBQ

03-05-11 Draft mlaenge at Clermont 'k

O30611Cha r v,

03-10-11 BK-FI | héspltall room Spm il 8p Lodge #40, 471 old.Mlsswn
Rd. New Smyrna eaéh . | e

03-12-11 BK-FI IX's Chapter Chari ] eS
area, lunch, 50/50, door prizes, and give-a-ways. Regis Ition 8am at the FOP Lodge
#40, 471 Old Mission RD. New S :
03-18-11 Pinellas Park Firefighter's
Brothers Bandshell 5000 81st Ave.
03-20-11 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. .
03-24-11 Dinner ride to the Col je 3104 Bayshore Blvd. Meet at
the restaurant between '

April
Breakfast ride every

04-07-11 through 04
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Chapter President  Chapter Vice President Safety Ride Ride
And Chief Photographer Educator Coordinator Reporter
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Space Shuttle fADiscoveryo Final Launch
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