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Knightly News

Greetings, Members, Spouses and Significant Others,

The fiDog Days of Summer o
drink plenty of water before, during and after a ride. Being
hydrated is critically important. We have (at least) 2 more

Speaking of riding in the heat, many of our members are
heading northwest to Billings, Montana for the Blue Knight
International Convention. Some are riding their motorcycles
there. Others are towing their motorcycles behind their cars or
trucks, and others are flying. Whichever way you are heading
to Billings, please ride or drive safe. The projected weather in
Billings during Julyis85-9 0 hi gh and mi d
is for everyone to have a great time in Montana and come
home safe and sound.

On Saturday, June 26, I attended a special called SRC Board
meeting in Gainesville. Although many issues were discussed,
the one that was very important to me was review of the
conference bylaws. There are many opinions on the need for
bylaws at the chapter and conference levels. Many chapters
and conferences do not have written bylaws, which is

they are not incorporated in their states. Many other chapters
and conferences have written bylaws that either mirror
Internationals or are stricter than Internationals. This is also
acceptable. Chapter or Conference bylaws can be stricter than
Internationals but not less strict. The main point is that
chapters and conferences who have written bylaws should
periodically review them for accuracy and acceptability.

When I took office in January, one of the first things I did was
ask Jim Seibel, Steve McDermott to join me in reviewing the
Chapter bylaws. My goal is to make recommendations to
amend the bylaws, as needed, at the next chapter Board of
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Directors meeting. The second request I made was to our Treasurer Cory Runnels to research the
State of Florida process for our Chapter to incorporate as a Non Profit Corporation. Currently,
under IRS statutes, we are a subsidiary of the Blue Knights International Corporation. This allows
us to have our own Federal Tax (EIN) Number. As long as our treasury stays under $25,000 and
we do not put ourselves in a position to be sued, we are OK as a subsidiary of International. At
our next Board of Directors meeting, I will ask for input in this matter.

At |l ast monthés meeting, | asked the members
monthly meetings. Since FL XVIII and FL XXIX have visited us, I thought it would be nice to
reciprocate. Many members agreed with me. I contacted FL XVIII President Rory Mac Connell

and FL XXI X President Ken OO6Reilly. Both were
their meetings on the 1% Tuesday of the month and FL XXIX has their meeting on the 2™

Tuesday of the mont h. FL XVIIlI16ds meeting is n
Connell stated that they would cater dinner at their meeting location or change the location to a
restaurant, i f we are visiting. FL XXI X00s mee
Kissimmee.

Since many of our members will be traveling during July and some in September, we decided to
visit FL XVIII at their August 3" meeting and FL XXIX at their
October 12" meeting. Information regarding meeting times and
locations for these rides will be sent by email. Hope to have a great
turnout for both visits.

Finally, if you are going to Billings or anywhere else and will not
be at the July 8" meeting, ride safe and enjoy beautiful Montana or
wherever your vacation takes you. But most importantly, come
back to us safe and sound.

Until next month,

Dennis

BLUE KNIGHTS CHAPTER XVII MEETING MINUTES
June 10, 2010

IHOP

4910 W. Spruce St.
Tampa, FL
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Meeting Minutes - continued

Call to Order: President Dennis Deppert at 1930 hours.

Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence

Introduction of Executive Officers :

Present:
Dennis Deppert  President
Joe Edelmann: Vice President

Introduction of Board of Directors :

Present:
Gary Johnson (Past President)
Don McLaughlin (Board Member)
Bruce Schmitt (Board Member)
Steve McDermott (Board Member/Membership Committee)

Introduction of Staff :

Present:
Ron & Rosalie DiMento (Quartermasters)
Teresa Douthit (Ride Reporter)
Bruce Schmitt (Ride Captain)
Steve Emory (Webmaster)

Absent:
Jim Seibel: Secretary
Cory Runnels: Treasurer
Dominick DeSiato (Board Member)
Kevin Walker (Membership Committee, Newsletter Editor)
Marie Edelmann (Sunshine Member)
VIP Members
Peter Domiziano (International Secretary)
Guests: Bruce Torsney, retired NYPD Detective, perspective member

Secretary's Report: Deferred

Treasurer's Report : Deferred

Update from International (Peter Domiziano)

a). Discussed the new dark blue color vest being considered by International President and Board. The purpose of
the perspective change in vest color is to attract younger law enforcement members to join. Research has de-
termined that the current light blue vest is not acceptable to prospective younger members.

Safety Presentation

LE video on motorcycle safety and laws to be shown by Gary Johnson at end of meeting.
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Meeting Minutes - continued

OLD BUSINESS:

a). Still looking for chaplain.

b). Thank you email from Evi Green, BRA President, thanking FL XVII for working hard at the Bikers & Boobs poker run
on June 6. The event raised over $14,600 for breast cancer research. FL XVII is asked to assist again in 2012.

$$ OAAT T 1 AT AAA OEAO OEI OI A xA 01101 6AAO ACAET TA@O UAAO x,
shirts and we consider setting up our own table to give out information about the Blue Knights and membership in
our chapter.

NEW MEMBER INSTALLATION:
Agqs T11TAs

NEW BUSINESS:
a). Visiting other chapters.

Both FL XVIII (Sarasota) and FL XXIX (Kissimmee) members have visited us in the past and have invited us to visit them.

&, 86)))80 111 OEI+4 OADAGET ¢ /= OERT 1 OEDED AT A &, B@WY SO [ 11 OEI
the month. DD requested a show of hands from those interested in visiting both chapters. 10 members raised their

hands. DD stated that he will call FL XVIII president Rory Mac Connell to inquire about visiting them on Augustatd

&, 88)8 DPOAOCEAAT O +A1 /82AEIT 1 U AAT OO OEOEOEIT ¢ OEAI 11 1 AOI AR
8 meeting. He will also send out an email to all members about both rides.

Bob Baker suggested we identify chapters within the State and possibly visit them. DD to research other chapter meet-
ings and willingness to have FL XVII visit them.

b). oi OAT OEAT AOOAT CAiI AT O xEOE !'I Ol EIl AEOOOEAOOI O Oi OAO Ob
members to contact him after meeting.

RIDE CALENDARB{uce).

Burger King being remodeled and the parking lot is turn up. Need to meet in parking lot next to BK until construction is
completed.

Every Saturday Breakfast Ride, meet at 9 AM, Sears Countryside Mall. Also see ride calendar for updates on rides

June

13 Chapter ride, 10 AM, parking lot south of BK

24 Dinner Ride to a Papas Ranch, 11345 SR 54, Odessa. Meet at restaurdn3@ PM
27 Chapter ride, 10 AM, parking lot south of BK

Sunday rides leave form BK at 9AM during July & August.

July

4 Chapter ride cancelled. Special ride to participate in the American Legion, Post 238, Safety Harbtrp#July
Parade. Line up at 9 AM on Bayshore Drive

18 Chapter Ridez 9AM, parking lot south of BK

18-23 International Convention in Billings, Montana

22 Dinner Ride to German Restaurant, South Mac Dill Ave, Tampa

Bruce Graylow stated that he is going to the International Convention in Billings, Montana and will be in a truck. If
anyone needs assistance they should contact him.

PAGE 4



July, 2010 =8

Forida

Meeting Minutes - continued

Gary showed safety video.
Special auction of Publix $50 gift card. Gift card went to Bruce Schmitt with the highest bid of $40 .
Special raffle for weekend in Hampton Inn in Tarpon Springs, donated by Joe E. Won by Bruce Graylow

50/50 Ticket Sales $58 won by Jimmy Bettineschi

Next Meeting July 8, 2010, 7:30 PM, IHOP

Closing Prayerz Dennis

MOTION TO ADJOURIE Don, 2d; Steve

Respectfully submitted,

Dennis Deppert for Jim Seibel

#2 Your Safety Comes First

Dominick DeSiato

Proper Lane Position

Proper lane position is critical for being able to see past the vehicle in front of you. By
riding in the left portion of your lane, and far enough back of at least 2 seconds, you
will also allow drivers approaching from the opposite direction to see you. Hopefully if
approaching drivers see you they won't turn in front of or into you.

Being able to see around the vehicle in front of you will allow you to see potential
hazards even if the driver in front of you is day dreaming. Most rear end collisions are
caused by a late reaction on the part of the first s L

vehicle which then gets magnified be each of the
following vehicles and often results in a rear end
collision. If you identify potential problems ahead
early enough you can eliminate yourself from
becoming part of a crash.

Ride safe, Dominick
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SUNDAY CHAPTER RIDES WILL START AT 9AM DURING JULY AND AUGUST.

Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside MaII Sears Auto.
ﬂ

LT
July "* _—
- AT &

07-04-10 ,mﬁ%ﬁn Post 238 - Safet Harboﬂ' EJ . Line up
9am on Main St. between Bayshore Dr. and 2nd St. The parade commences at
10am on Main St. from 2nd St. to i sy ==

07-04-10 Chapter ride CANCEL
07-18-10 Chapter ride, 9am, BK -
07-18-10 through 07-23-10 BK -'In i ' 2ntion, Billings Montana.
07-22-10 Dinner ride to the Germ istro 5232 S 9 acDill Ave. Tampa 33611.
Meet at the restaurant between 7 7
Breakfast ride every f/ ay

August

08-08-10 Chapter ride
08-22-10 Chapter ride
08-26-10 Dinner ride
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Chapter President  Chapter Vice President Safety Ride Ride
And Chief Photographer Educator Coordinator Reporter
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PHOTO GALLERY

Members,

Since our photographer Joe #fAPixel o
photos taken, by email, to all Chapter members; future photos will

not be published in the newsletter beginning with the July, 2010

edition.

The Editor
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