BLUE KNIGHTS FLORIDA XVII January, 2010

Knightly News

Greetings, members of FL XVII, spouses and significant others;
I hope that you had a wonderful Christmas or Hanukkah, and a
safe and Happy New Year.

On December 23, 2009 the Blue Knights lost a 25 year member
and friend. George Guilford "Gil" Mitchell was 69 years old.

He started the Blue Knight LEMC Bulletin Board more than 20
years ago and served as the international Webmaster for many
years. He assisted many members and chapters with computer
and Web assistance. A private and humble man, he recently dis-
covered during his iliness the impact he had on so many lives
around the world. He will be missed! Rest in Peace.

Many years ago there was a song titled "Love is wonderful the
second time around."” | like many of you realized the truth of
this title 22 years ago, when | met my wife Cheryl. | again felt
the love and happiness that was displayed by all who attended
our Christmas party on December 13, 2009. It was one of, if not
the best Christmas party we ever had. My sincerest thanks to
Joe and Marie and all who helped them in putting together a
fabulous party. | am very proud to again be the President of the
best Blue Knight chapter in the Southern Regional Conference,
and probably International.

| want to specifically thank Gary Johnson for his leadership and
commitment over the past 4 years. Uncle Al for his continuous
dedication and unique sense of humor. Don McLaughlin and
Karen Lumpkin for their tireless attention to detail. And Joe "E"
for agreeing to staying on as Vice President and most impor-
tantly, keeping me in line for the next 2 years.

When | first became President in 2006, | had one primary goal;
that was to host a successful spring conference. With the total
commitment of the Board of Directors and overwhelming sup-
port from our Chapter members, the Spring, 2008 SRC will go
into the record books as one of the most financially successful
and participant enjoyed conference's ever held.

Now that | have again been elected President, | come into the
office with another primary goal. To strive to maintain the love
and happiness that permeated the walls of the Mainland's Club-
house #5 on December 13, 2009.
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"If it's not broke, don't fix it" is another phrase that applies to FL XVII. | can't think of anything
that's broke and needs fixing. We must be doing something right for us to boast to having two
(2) Founding Fathers, ( Chuck Shuman and Wayne LaBree), three (3) Former International
Presidents (Chuck Shuman, Wayne LaBree and Jim Burgess), the current International Secre-
tary (Peter D), and numerous Life and Silver members, as full time members of our Chapter.
We can also boast to having two (2) former International Preg.
dents (Bob Flanagan and Connie Flanagan), as annual winte
members of FL XVII.
2010 is starting off as a great year for FL XVII. I'd like to pers
ally welcome all the members of FL 1l who decided to come §
and join us. On behalf of FL XVII's Officers and Board, | than
you for joining us and if there is anything we can do to make
transition easier, please don't hesitate to ask. Hope to see e
at the January 14, 2010 meeting. Don't forget to bring a door
prize. Everybody enjoys hearing Joe say "OOOOOH, AAAA
Until then, Ride Safe and With Pride,

Dennis Deppert

BLUE KNIGHTS CHAPTER XVII MEETING MINUTES
December 10, 2009
IHOP
4910 W. Spruce St.
Tampa, FL

Call to Order: President, Gary Johnson at hours.

Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence

Introduction of Executive Officers :
Present:
Gary Johnson: President
Joe Edelmann: Vice President
Don McLaughlin: Secretary
Al Arntzen: Treasurer

Introduction of Board of Directors :

Present:
Dennis Deppert (Immediate Past President/SRC Secretary)
Cory Runnels (Board Member)
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Meeting Minutes - continued

Absent:
Dominick DeSiato (Board Member)
Steve Kane (Board Member)
Steve McDermott (Board Member/Membership Committee)

Introduction of Staff :

Present:
Dennis Deppert (SRC Secretary)
Ron & Rosalie DiMento (Quartermasters)
Peter Domiziano (International Secretary)
Karen Lumpkin (Ride Reporter)
Bruce Schmitt (Ride Captain)

Absent:
Marie Edelmann(Sunshine Member)
Steve Emory (Webmaster)
Howard Johnson (Chaplain)
Kevin Walker (Membership Committee,/Newsletter Editor)

Guests:
Detective JAameAs Bettineschi o 3
(AOT AT AT #1 O1 04 (cBrenfy)d EPEESUS)Y rétirEdEDm )Y

Lenny Silvaz CT Iz BK Member since 1974
Jake Sariava Rl 1z BK Member since 1974 Founder of RI |

Claudez Visiting member from Canada

Wayne LaBreez Founding Fatherz

Rick Robbins brought a guestz Former President NH Iz Mike Boswick & his wife, Joyce

Andy brought a guestz Eric Reese, Retired¢ Youngstown Police Department
Secretary's Report (Don McLaughlin) :

Motion to accept minutes: 1st: Jimmy M,, 2nd: Peter D

Treasurer's Report (Al Arntzen) :

Motion to accept minutes: 1st: Peter D, 2nd: Eric M

Update from International (Peter Domiziano)

a). Nothing Available at this time.

Introduction of new upcoming Board which was elected last month:
PRESIDENT: Dennis Deppert
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Meeting Minutes - continued

VICEPRESIDENT: Joe Edelmann

SECRETARY: Jimmy Seibel

TREASURER: Cory Runnels

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Gary Johnson, Immediate Past President
Dominick DeSiato

Steve Kane

Steve McDermott

Bruce Schmitt

THE NEW POSITIONS FOR BOARD MEMBERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE NEXT 2 YEARS, GO
INTO EFFECT JANUARY 1, 2010.

Safety Presentation (Dominick DeSiato): Dominick absent

OLD BUSINESS:

a).

b).

$AAAT AAO poh ¢ 0- OEIl @ 0-h -AETIATABO0 #1 OAEI OOAN
El O OET OA xEI 236008A¢q, jpnmnm PAT BPI Aq #AOAOAO EIT A& C
| OEAO6O POEAA 1T £ AETT AO E &20& inddklit@Aldifemale.cChineBelGiit COA OO 8
Exchange was explained. New members who joined tonight, get with one of the members to get a

more accurate head count for the Christmas Party.

Chapter Renewals: $30 for existing members. Final deadline date: Januagy/fter that time, your
dues will be $40 (late fee attached). Board is switching at the end of this year, so please get your
money in.

NEW BUSINESS:

a).

b).

d).
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Joe E is staying on the Board.

Gary thanked everyone for the good experiences for the past 2 years as President of our Chapter.
He said that once he retires from CWPD, he will determine what he will do, if he goes back to work
or what, so he might be back as President.

Installation Dinner: January 18, 2009, 7 PM 7:30 PM (Monday night) Frontier Cattleman Steak-
house (Sligh Avenue & 301) which has large backroom, good food, good prices. We will be ordering
off the menu. Kick off for new Board and new Officers.

Request in the past for folks to come in and talk to us about different topics. We had a request for
an Insurance Representative to come in and discuss motorcycle coverage. The membership was
asked how they felt about having outside interests come in and discuss things such as insurance,
etc.. The membership did not want to set a precedence where we would start allowing business
interests to discuss products at our meetings. This type activity was previously voted down at a



board meeting. Jimmy S said he thought it should be related to motorcycles, if we allow it, but
Ron DiMento said he disagrees that we should not start to allow this. Others agreed with Ron
who made a motion NOT to allow Presentations: 1st: DiMento, 2nd: McLaughlin

e). Touch a Truckz Largo Central Park, Largo, FL, Uncle Al Arntzen15th Annual z January 30,
2010, 11 AMz 4 PM (arrive 9:30). Al will request the same spot we had last year. We can do
breakfast beforehand, but we would have to do it early enough to be there by 9:®830. Al has
to return the paperwork to the city of Largo, so, show of hands who would be interested. There
were enough hands so Al will tell the city of Largo that we would be interested in going again this
year.

f). Stick on badges were brought up last year, so we can get them this year for the Touch a Truck.
Gary will check into getting the badges for the kids.

New Member Orientation:
Mike Boswick: z (from New Hampshire) z transfer for NH |, (both he and his wife ride).
Al: 1st, 2nd: AJ Suarez

Eric Reese: (Youngstown, OH),
1st: Andy, 2nd: C Runnels

James (Jimmy) Bettineschi: 2 AOEOAA . 9h AOOOAT 61 U (AOT AT AT #1 61 OU
1st: Don McLaughlin, 2nd: Joe E

RIDE CALENDARBfuce). Every Saturday Breakfast Ride, meet at 9 AM, Sears Countryside Mall

December:
132 Christmas party from 26 z gift exchange $1520 each gift
132 Ride cancelled
247  Ride cancelled (Christmas Even)
27z  Last Chapter Ride for 2009, from Burger King @ 10 AM
January: 1- Cancelled

3- Chapter Ride
17 - Chapter Ride
18- Dinner z 7:00-7:30 7 meet @ restaurant
28 - Cancelled
Karen stepped down as Ride Reporter Theresa D will pick it up.

Gary apologized that he forgot to mention Marie E as the Sunshine Member.

50/50 Ticket Sales:
Winner of 50/50: $ 80z Joe Strammiello

Next Meeting: January 14, 7:30 PM, IHOP
MOTION TO ADJOURN

1st: Peter D
2nd: Cory R

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Lumpkin, for Don McLaughlin, Secretary
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Your Safety Comes Flrst ai‘;a

by
Dominick DeSiato

As just one more example of how an experienced drag bike can add considerably
to the safety of a group ride, take the case of your group riding along and seeing a
sign that shows that either the right or left lane is about to be lost.

Normally, the lead bike will position the group so that they are in the remaining

lane well before the other lane collapses. The danger, of course, comes when some
vehicle tries to sneak ahead of the group by racing along that collapsing lane and
runs out of road. He has no alternative then but to jam his way into the middle of
the group.

An effective leaebike/dragbike team cures this problem before it happens. As

soon as either of them realizes that one of the lanes is going to disappear the drag
bike is asked to, or merely announces that he is going to, ‘close the door'. While the
group is positioned into the continuing lane, the drag bike rides, by himself, in the
collapsing lane. As soon as the collapsing lane has disappeared, the group is once
again 'family".

HEE
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January, 2010

January

Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside Mall Sears Auto.

01-01-10 Special New Years Day "ngh Noon" &lde 10am, BK. Cost $10pp includes

coffee, donuts, and lunch. O sds N
01-03-10 Chapter ride, 10am, BK -
01-09-10 Jim's HD»C;ﬁ « 11am 4pm, 2805 Sit e. We are par-

ticipating in this event gs a ha er Please come to Jim's durlng th dazto show your
support and to help out. 1 :

01-17-10 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. : N
01-18-10 Chapter 2010-2011 officer & di ation dinner. Frontier Cattle Co.
Restaurant, 8602 E. Sligh Ave. Tampz aurant between 7 and 7:30pm.
01-28-10 Dinner ride, CANCELLED, o installation dinner.

01-30-10 SPECIAL Chapter event, . argo f " day. We are par-
ticipating in this event as a Chapter. Tho: you cet at the
Farmer's Kitchen, 3500 East Bay argo at or bre leave from
there for the park. 7, ~

Breakfast ride every Saturd

02-14-10 Chapter ride, 10ar
02-25-10 Dinner ride to ¢
02-26-10 through 03-07-
02-28-10 Chapter ride, 1(
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BLUE KNIGHTS FLORIDA XVII January, 2010

Happy Birthday

Loring Burrell - 1/2
Richard Horn - 1/4
Dennis Oliveira 1/6
Marilu Bakerd 1/10
Julio Caceresl/11
Juan Santo4/15
Richard Ruted1/17
Thomas Mcintyred1/23
Josie Santa#l/23
Stephen Emerg1/25
David Keefedl/25
Mark Carlsom1/26
Scott Radtké&1/26
Joe Strammiellé1/27

Chapter President Chapter Vice President Safety Ride
And Chief Photographer Educator Coordinator

Ride
Reporter
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PHOTO GALLERY

Breakfast Ride, 12/5Country Harvest, Clearwater
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