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Knightly News 
Greetings FL XVII Members, Spouses and Significant Others, 

 

Hopefully the worst of the cold weather is over and we can start 

enjoying our Chapter rides. My first meeting as President 

(again), went well. I should have been prepared for the new 

member voting process that resulted in the second member re-

jection in my presidency. It seems that these actions follow me. 

I had the same situation happen to me at my first meeting in 

2007, and now again in 2010. The good thing about having our 

members vote on a potential member, prior to submitting his 

application; gives our members a voice and allows for majority 

agreement before we let someone join our Chapter. We have a 

great Chapter with members that care. I am proud to serve as 

President of a group of people who voice their feelings, good or 

bad. 

  

I like to welcome two more members from FL II who were 

voted in at January's meeting. William (Fletch) Warner 

(Regular) and Bruce Graylow (Honorary). Thank you for join-

ing FL XVII. I hope you enjoy the fun and camaraderie that FL 

XVII is known for. I hope that you become active members 

who enjoy the rides, events and meetings and not the group that 

we never see.  

As most know, our Chaplain Howard Johnson decided to not 

renew his membership. Howard is a wonderful man and as an 

ordained preacher, made a great chaplain. He and Robin will be 

greatly missed. I know I speak for all the members of FL XVII 

when I say that "We wish Howard and Robin a safe and healthy 

journey, and much success in all your endeavors." 

  

If you are active in your religion and/or know of an ordained 

priest, minister, preacher or rabbi, who ride a motorcycle; 

please ask him or her to consider being our chaplain. Although 

the salary is zero, the warmth and friendship that our Chapter  
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BLUE KNIGHTS CHAPTER XVII MEETING MINUTES 

January 14, 2010 

IHOP 

4910 W. Spruce St. 

Tampa, FL 

 

Call to Order:  President,  Dennis Deppert at 1930 hours. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence  

 

Introduction of Executive Officers:  

Dennis Deppert (President & SRC Secretary) 

Joe Edelmann (Vice President) 

Cory Runnels (Treasurer) 

Jim Seibel (Secretary) 

 

 

Introduction of Board of Directors: 

Gary Johnson (Past President) 

Don McLaughlin (Board Member) 

offers, is well worth the work involved.  

 

Finally, we are looking for a new web host for our website. Our previous host Gil Mitchell past 

away and his web hosting (maintenance) business is being taken over by a family member. Gil 

provided us with a minimal amount of web hosting space at no cost. It has been decided that we 

need more web space for our growing chapter. At this time our Secretary Jim Seibel has con-

tacted the person who hosts (maintains) the GWRRA FL-1A website. He has agreed to host our 

site and give us unlimited storage and email space for $35.00 a year. That is a great price for 

unlimited space. Our Chapter Webmaster Steve Emery has been on vacation. Hopefully when 

he returns  we can finalize the agreement and transition host companies seamlessly. 

 

Look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on February 11th. Until then, ride with pride 

and often. 

 

 

 

Dennis Deppert 

President  
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Meeting Minutes - continued 

    

Steve McDermott (Board Member/Membership Committee) 

Dominick DeSiato (Board Member) 

Bruce Schmitt (Board Member) 

 

Introduction of Staff: 

Ron & Rosalie DiMento (Quartermasters)  

Teresa Douthit (Ride Reporter)  

Bruce Schmitt (Ride Captain) 

Kevin Walker (Membership Committee, Newsletter Editor) 

 

Absent:   

Marie Edelmann   (Sunshine Member) 

Steve Emory (Webmaster) 

 

Introduction of  VIP  Members 

Wayne Labree (Founding Father) 

Peter Domiziano ( International Secretary) 

 

Guests: 

Mike Bothwick  N.H.1 

Dick Olten  Charter Member MA. 2 

 

Secretary's Report (Jim Seibel): 

Motion to accept minutes: 1st: Peter Domiziano , 2nd: Tony Santos   

 

Treasurer's Report (Former Treasurer Al Arntzen for Cory Runnels): 

Motion to accept minutes: 1st: Don McLaughlin,  2nd: Jim Maccini  

 

Information from International (Dennis Deppert) 

Jim Burgess donated $500.00 check to special fund credited to FL XVII  

 

Update from International (Peter Domiziano) 

a). Peter read long list of updates. Can read on Internationals website        

b.) over 1 million donated last year and 12 million in 9 years  

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

a). Final opportunity to pay dues. Packet goes in this week.           

b).Scott Radtke was presented his membership packet.  
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NEW MEMBER INSTALLATION:   

a). William (Fletch) Warner  

b.) Bruce Graylow 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

a).Chapter looking for chaplain.         

b).Need 7 regular members and board approval for Bruce Graylow’s membership as honor-

ary               

c).Ed Vandmuck’s application for chapter membership was discussed and voted on. Chapter 

membership was declined  

                  

Other Business from the Floor: 

a). Peter Domiziano wanted  to congratulate Mike Branam on his support for our chapter also 

thanked the 25 members that showed up to support our chili cook-of 

b).Wednesdays breakfast rides are becoming popular so once a month they will be having a 

lunch ride instead of breakfast            

c). Gary Johnson suggested since Gil passed away we should look into getting a web host for 

our chapter. Jim Seibel will check with a contact and report back. Other chapter members will 

check also.        

c). Dennis Deppert  mentioned government website for donations to Haiti                   

 

RIDE CALENDAR(Bruce Schmitt):  

 Every Saturday Breakfast Ride, meet at 9 AM, Sears Countryside Mall  

                                 

January    17 Sunday lunch ride 10am, Burger King 

          18 Board installation dinner Frontier Cattle Company, 7 pm      

                30 Special event: Touch a truck Largo, Meet 9:00 AM at Farmer's Restaurant, 3500              

East Bay Dr.,  Largo    

                           

February   14 Sunday lunch ride 10 am, Burger King 

                 25    Dinner ride to Wildwood BBQ Restaurant, St. Pete Beach. 7:30 pm 

      26   thru March 7th, Bike Week, Daytona Beach 

      28  Sunday lunch ride, 10 am, Burger King    

                                                           

50/50 Raffle  

Winner: Mike Branam 

 

Next Meeting:  February 11 , 2009, 7:30 PM, IHOP 

 

Closing Prayer: Dennis Deppert 



       
 
 
 
 

PAGE 5 

BLUE KNIGHTS FLORIDA XVII February, 2010 

Meeting Minutes - continued 

PAGE 4 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN:  

1st: Don McLaughlin  

2nd:  Cory Runnels  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Seibel, Secretary  
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Your Safety Comes First         
                              by               

                  Dominick DeSiato 

We all enjoy riding our bikes and arriving home in the same condition as when we left.   All 

riders have that important goal in mind but sometimes stuff happens.   In my daily job I get 

to see that stuff first hand.   I thought I would pass on to you the circumstances of the latest 

motorcycle/pick -up truck crash I investigated to give you something to think about the next 

time you ride.   

     The middle aged male riding a cruiser was on his way to work.   He was driving correctly 

in the far inside lane.   A pick -up truck pulled out of an apartment complex to his right with 

the intentions of crossing over all three lanes of traffic in order to make a left turn.   The 

driver of the pick -up said he didn't see the approaching motorcycle.   When the motorcyclist 

saw the approaching pick -up he panicked and hit the rear brake too hard locking the rear 

wheel into a skid and then tried to turn away from the approaching pick -up.   (Unfortunately 

the classic wrong reaction)   The rear of the motorcycle slid out from under him and the bike 

went down on it's left side.   It then continued to slide into the left door of the pick -up.   Let's 

talk about the motorcyclist's response.   There was enough room between him and the pick -

up when it pulled out to come to a safe stop.   Was the motorcyclist scanning far enough 

ahead?   Had he practiced emergency stops with his bike to see how he and the bike would 

react under an emergency stop?   Was he trained in emergency braking enough to know 

what to expect?   These questions you have to ask yourself.    

     Now let's play "what if ?"   What if he had been scanning far  enough ahead and picked 

out the potential danger of the pick -up pulling out in front of him?   What if he had  applied 

the brakes properly?   His bike did not have ABS brakes.   What if his bike was equipped with 

ABS brakes?   All of these factors would have prevented the accident.   The driver of the pick -

up was shown at fault for causing the crash but the reality of the situation was that the 

crash should not have happened if the motorcyclist had reacted properly.  As far as the con-

dition of the motorcyclist his injuries were minor.   But this was only because he was wearing 

the proper riding gear.   His full face helmet was scraped on the face shield and the on the 

back from impact with the roadway.   Without the helmet he probably would be dead 

now.   His black leather jacket was scraped heavily on the left front shoulder area.   The left 

knee of his blue jeans was worn through and he had road rash on his knee.   A pair of the 

Kevlar lined jeans would have prevented this injury.   All in all he weathered the crash pretty 

well.    

     Moral of the story:   Stay alert, keep your stopping skills up, and  wear the proper riding 

gear.    

 

Ride safe, Dominick   
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February 
 
Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside Mall Sears Auto. 
 

 

 
02-14-10 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
02-25-10 Dinner ride to Wildwood Bbq & Burger, 6300 Gulf Blvd. St. Pete Beach. (located at the Post-
card Inn) Meet at the restaurant 7:30pm.  
02-25-10 through 03-07-10 Bike Week, Daytona Beach. 
02-28-10 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
02-28-10 BK-FL IX's hospitality room at the FOP Lodge #40, 471 Old Mission Rd. New Smyrna Beach. 
6pm - 9pm. 
 
 

March 

 

Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside Mall Sears Auto. 
 
03-03-10 BK-FL IX's hospitality room at the FOP Lodge #40, 471 Old Mission Rd. New Smyrna Beach. 
6pm - 9pm. 
03-06-10 BK-FL IX's Bike Week Event, 8am at the FOP Lodge #40, 471 Old Mission Rd. New Smyrna 
Beach. Full breakfast, scenic ride, lunch, auction and drawings.  
03-06-10 3rd annual Florida Blue Knights BBQ in Clewiston. Cost $15 pp out the door for the buffet, if 
you want to stay over rooms are $89 ++ which includes breakfast.  
03-07-10 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
03-20-10 through 03-21-10 FL XXIX's overnighter at the Baymont Inn & Suites and Pirates Dinner Ad-
venture, Orlando. Cost $135 pc, which includes all except the tax on the hotel room. 
03-21-10 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
03-25-10 Dinner ride to a Pasco/Hernando County location.  



February, 2010 

 

Happy Birthday  
 

 

Rita Myers  - 2/1 

Patti Cox  - 2/4 

Bruce Schmitt - 2/8 

Caron Patnode ð 2/15 

Thomas Stein - 2/22 

Victor Chiavetta ð2/23 

Verna Walker ð2/23 
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Chapter President  Chapter Vice President 

And Chief Photographer 
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Educator 

Ride 

Coordinator 

Ride 
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