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Greetings Florida XVII members,  

 

Itôs hard to believe that it has been 2 years since I started 

as President of Chapter Florida XVII, but it true.  This is 

my last monthly article as President and I wanted to start 

off by saying that I have very much enjoyed having the  

opportunity to serve the Chapter as your President.  I 

would like to thank all the Chapter Officers and Board 

Members for making my job easy and you ñthe  

membershipò for the opportunity to serve.   

 

At the November meeting we continued the nominations 

for new  Chapter Officers and Board members and since 

their were no contested Chapter positions the  

nominations were closed.  A single ballot was cast by the 

Chapter Secretary, Don McLaughlin, and passed by the 

membership at the meeting and the new Chapter Officers 

were elected.  I would now like to congratulate and  

welcome our new Chapter Officers and Board members.   

 

President:     Dennis Deppert 

Vice President:    Joe Edelmann 

Secretary:     Jim Seibel 

Treasurer:     Cory Runnels 

 

Board of Directors:  Gary Johnson, Steve McDermott,  

Dominic DeSiato, Bruce Schmitt, Steve Kane 

 

The details for our Chapter Christmas party have been  

finalized with the catering company.  It will be held on 

Sunday, December 13th from 2pm till 6pm at the 

Mainlandôs  Clubhouse #5 in Pinellas County.  The  

address is 4275 Mainlands Blvd. South, Pinellas Park, 

Florida 33782.  As stated before in prior emails the  

chapter will pay spouse or significant other only.   

Each additional family member or guest will be charged 

a fee of $22 which will cover the cost of the catering.  
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BLUE KNIGHTS CHAPTER XVII MEETING MINUTES 
November 12, 2009  

IHOP 
4910 W. Spruce St. 

Tampa, FL 
 
Call to Order:  President, Gary Johnson at 1935 hours. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence  
 
Introduction of Executive Officers :  
Present:  

Gary Johnson:  President 
Joe Edelmann:  Vice President  
Don McLaughlin: Secretary 
Al Arntzen:  Treasurer 
 

Introduction of Board of Directors : 
Present:  

Dennis Deppert (Immediate Past President/SRC Secretary) 
Dominick DeSiato (Board Member) 
Steve Kane (Board Member) 
Steve McDermott (Board Member/Membership Committee) 

 

 

Please bring a check or cash to the party to cover this cost for each of your guest.   

  

As always we will have our gift exchange at the party. If you wish to participate in the gift 

exchange please bring a gift valued at $15-$20, marked for a male or female.    

 

I hope to see you at a Blue Knight event soon.  

 

   

Ride with Pride 

 

Gary Johnson 

President, Florida XVII 
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Meeting Minutes - continued 

Cory Runnels (Board Member) 
 
Introduction of Staff : 
Present:   
 Dennis Deppert (SRC Secretary) 

Ron & Rosalie DiMento (Quartermasters) 
Marie Edelmann (Sunshine) 
Karen Lumpkin (Ride Reporter)  
Bruce Schmitt (Ride Captain) 
Kevin Walker (Membership Committee) 

 
Absent:   

Peter Domiziano (International Secretary) 
Steve Emory (Webmaster) 
Howard Johnson (Chaplain) 

 
Guests: 
 Friends of Joe E:  Tom & Sandy Sullivan (BK NY X) 
 *4ȭÓ ÍÏÍȡ  ,ÅÅ Ǫ *4ȭÓ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȟ *ÏÙÃÅ ɉ&ÌÉÇÈÔ !ÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÕÐ ÎÏÒÔÈɊ  
 
Secretary's Report (Don McLaughlin) : 

Motion to accept minutes: 1st:  Tom McIntyre, 2nd:  Bob Baker  
 
Treasurer's Report (Al Arntzen) : 

Motion to accept minutes: 1st:  Dennis Deppert,  2nd: Tony Santos 
 
Update from International (Peter Domiziano)  
a).   Gary has copy of the minutes if anyone is interested. 
 
Nomination Committee (Gary Johnson for Peter Domiziano who offered the following nominations:)  

 
PRESIDENT:  Dennis Deppert  
Dennis accepted nomination. 
  
(1st:  Don McLaughlin, 2nd:  Dave Keith) 
Nomination closed for Dennis Deppert as President.. 
     
VICE-PRESIDENT:  Joe Edelmann    
Joe accepted nomination. 
 
Joe accepted and closed as only person nominated for Vice-President. 
 
    
SECRETARY:  Jimmy Seibel 
    
Jimmy accepted and closed as only person nominated for Secretary. 
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Meeting Minutes - continued 

 
TREASURER:  Cory Runnels 
    
Even though he is was not present because he had to work, the members agreed to accept the nomination. 
 
Jim Maccinni made motion to wave bylaw stating you must be present to be nominated.  Peter Begerow said 
ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÈÅ ÉÓ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÏÆÆȢ  $ÅÎÎÉÓ $ÅÐÐÅÒÔ ÁÇÒÅÅÄ  
stating especially since there is no competition for the spot of Treasurer.  Let it be known, too, that Cory had 
told several members he would be willing to accept nomination as Treasurer).   
 
1st:  Jimmy Maccinni, 2nd:  Ron Dimento 
 
Motion passed to accept and close nomination for Cory Runnels as Treasurer. 
 
NOMINATIONS WERE ALL CLOSED AND ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED. 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Again, President Gary Johnson presented these nominations for Peter D, who was out on medical. 
 
Bruce Schmitt  Accepted nomination.  CLOSED. 
Steve McDermott Accepted nomination.  CLOSED. 
Steve Kane  Accepted nomination.  CLOSED. 
Dominick DeSiato Accepted nomination.  CLOSED 
Gary Johnson, Immediate Past President would have an automatic seat on the Board. 
 
$ÁÖÅ +ÅÉÔÈ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÔÏ ÈÏÌÄ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÂÁÌÌÏÔ ÁÔ ÔÏÎÉÇÈÔȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÁÌÌ ÎÏÍÉÎÁȤ
tions as presented due to the fact that there was only one name per open position nominated.  
Ron Dimento seconded the motion and the membership voted to accept the following new officers: 
 President ɀ Dennis Deppert 
 Vice President ɀ Joe Edelmann 
 Treasurer ɀ Cory Runnells 
 Secretary ɀ Jimmy Seibel 
 Board Member ɀ Bruce Schmitt 
 Board Member ɀ Steve McDermott 
 Board Member ɀ Steve Kane 
 
Board Member ɀ Dominick DeSiato 
 
 
THE NEW POSITIONS FOR BOARD MEMBERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE NEXT 2 YEARS, GO INTO 
EFFECT JANUARY 1, 2010. 
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Safety Presentation (Dominick DeSiato):  
He said he would pass on the Safety Presentation due to the nominations being held.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
a).   $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρσȟ ς 0- ÔÉÌÌ φ 0-ȟ -ÁÉÎÌÁÎÄȭÓ #ÌÕÂÈÏÕÓÅȟ 0ÉÎÅÌÌÁÓ 0ÁÒË ɉ*ÏÅ Ǫ -ÁÒÉÅȭÓ ÐÌÁÃÅɊȢ  4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ 

ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ 2360ȭÄȡ  ɉωσ ÐÅÏÐÌÅɊ  
b). *ÏÅ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÉÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÔÅÒÅÒÓȟ ÏÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÉÓ ÆÉÒÍÅÄ ÕÐȢ  "+ ÍÅÍÂÅÒȭÓ ÍÅÁÌ ÉÓ 

covered and price will be announced for the guest. 
c). Chapter Renewals, $30 due, other than Fred, and Ivan Lynn (turning 75 years old this year), so 

Chapter will be covering his dues.  43 checks have been turned in (85 in chapter, currently).  Checks 
are preferred over cash, please, so payment can be tracked.  Please mail checks to Don so he can get 
everything closed and completed before we end the Secretary role.   

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
a).   Peter D doing well since his surgery.  Joe & Marie went to see him.  4-7 days in hospital.  Keep 

prayers coming.   
b).   Jimmy, update on Camping Trip, 11 people raised their hands who are planning to go.  Cory needed 

a headcount so he knew how much meat to buy.  Friday night will be movie night (pizza) and  
 campfires both nights.  BYOB, Saturday morning, short breakfast ride.  During the day on Saturday, 

hang out and more fun on Saturday night is planned.   
c). Trip to Billings, Montanta, Roland got some information for a transport company to take the bikes 

ÏÕÔ ÐÅÒ 0ÅÔÅÒ $ȭÓ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎȢ #ÈÕÃË 3ÉÎÇÌÅÔÅÒÒÙ ɉ3ÈÉÐ Ǫ 2ÉÄÅɊȟ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ Á ÓÅÍÉ ÔÒÕÃËȟ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ ÒÉÄÅÓ 
through USA all year.  Week prior to the International Convention, he has room for 10 more bikes.  
If 10 (minimum) committed, as much as 15, he will run a truck just for us.  $900 to take the bikes 
and needs ½ up front now and the other ½, 60 days before he leaves.  Let Roland or Peter D know.  
In case you want to access website and read aout it:  www.shipnride.com  There was some interest 
from Florida XVIII to ship bikes but not from our chapter. 

 
Chatter from the Floor:  
a). USAA Insurance ɀ Officers & Warrant Officers, but now opened up to any Veterans. 
 
b).   Dennis Deppert ɀ Because he also does the newsletter & is the SRC Secretary, Dennis is asking for 

anyone else to take over the newsletter, so when he rolls over to the presidency, he can let that go.  
Please let Dennis Deppert know.  Kevin Walker agreed to do it, if Dennis shows him how. 

 
c) Howard Johnson will not be continuing, and he said when he left, he would return his colors, $65 

normally, used colors so they will be available in the Quartermasters Shop. 
 
d). Fl 17 Chaplain Pin, Howard bought with his own money Gary mentioned that he would like for 

Howard to be reimbursed for his pin.  All agreed.  Passed a motion to reimburse Howard for the pin.  
1st:  Gary Johnson, 2nd, Bruce.   

 
e). σ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ&ÒÅÄ 0ÁÔÎÏÄÅ Á×ÁÒÄȱȟ ×ÈÅÒÅÁÓȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ Á ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ 

member for 15 or more years, and reach 75 years old, the chapter would cover your yearly dues.   
 
f). Honorary members ɀ voted on tonight, by the end of the year ɀ 1 Honorary has to be voted on, so 

×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ  'ÁÒÙ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÎÅ× -ÉËÅ "ÒÁÎÕÍȭÓ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ 

http://www.shipnride.com
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as an Honorary.  The Board all agreed and the show of hands all agreed to continue him as Honorary.   
Motion passed. 
 
Honoraries are nominated by a member in good standing, 7 signatures of other members required, and 
ÔÈÅÎȟ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ φπ ÄÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÖÏÔÅ ÏÎ ÉÔȢ  'ÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙȟ ÉÆ ×Å ÇÅÔ ÁÎ (ÏÎÏÒÁÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ  
sponsorship, must show commitment to board for 6 months, not just an automatic.  FL II members new to 
our chapter would have to go through the same process.  We are conservative (Bruce Ferren, active  
Honorary Member of FL II) with our Honoraries.  Fred Sherman, Joe & Nancy Gerretz joined our  
chapterɀExplained to Eddy that we will bring Honoraries in, but we have had some bad luck in the past so 
have strict guidelines now that we follow. 
 
 
RIDE CALENDAR (Bruce).  Every Saturday Breakfast Ride, meet at 9 AM, Sears Countryside Mall  
 
November: 
  13-15 ɀ Ribfest ɀ St Pete 
  26 Cancelled - Thanksgiving 
 
December: 

4-5 (Fri/Sat) ɀ Florida IV, Red Knights, Green Knights & Blue Knights in Titusville.  Jimmy S 
& Dennis Deppert are going.  Alex asked us to participate, (SRC Chair), and dress up (Court 
Jesters), if anyone interested, contact Alex. 
6 ɀ Toy Run ɀ Bruce will need headcount (12 thus far), please let Bruce know. 
13th ɀ Christmas party from 2-6 ɀ gift exchange $15-20 each gift 
27 ɀ Chapter Ride, from Burger King @ 10 AM 

 
50/50 Ticket Sales:  

Winner of 50/50:       $ 67 ɀ Jimmy Seibel  
 
Next Meeting:  December 10, 2009, 7:30 PM, IHOP 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  

1st:  Don McLaughin 
2nd:  Mike Hatch 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Lumpkin  
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Your Safety Comes First 
by 

Dominick DeSiato 

Mental Block  

 
If you frequently encounter close calls, then you must begin to identify the  

weaknesses in your mental skill development.   These weaknesses may include  
impairment, a lack of awareness or unrealistic self -confidence.  
  

One of the most significant factors that will affect your ability to accurately judge 
and evaluate your surroundings is mental impairment.   This can be from alcohol or 

drugs, but it also includes emotional upsets and stress or distraction caused by 
thoughts or mood.   Any one of these conditions can alter your judgment about your 
ability to manage the hazards you may encounter and control your  

motorcycle.  
  

Along with keeping your head clear it is also very important to have a high level of 
awareness.   Situational awareness is the condition that describes a person's ability 
to evaluate his or her surroundings so he or she may form a the appropriate  

conclusion about what is occurring in the riding environment.   The best  
motorcyclists are able to adapt to changing situations, but this cannot happen if  

focus and attention is lacking.   One indication that your awareness may not be as 
sharp as it should be is if you often find yourself being surprised by hazards.   Small 

clues telling you about possible hazards exist, and it's up to you to identify them.  
  
 Ride safe,  

 

Dominick  
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December 
 

Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, countryside Mall Sears Auto. 
 

12-04-09 through 12-05-09 BK-FL IV's Knights of the Round Table Tournament.  
See flyer on the SRC website for hotel and additional information. 
12-06-09 22nd Annual Jim Rosenkrans' Toy Run, 8:30am, Jim's HD 2805 54th Ave. N. 
St. Petersburg. $15 pp or a new unwrapped toy, plus 4 cans of food gets you a  
commemorative drink coozie. ENTER THE PARKING LOT ON THE 54TH AVE. SIDE 
OF THE BUILDING. Ksu 10am, escorted ride to and along the beaches. 
12-13-09 Chapter Christmas Party, 2pm - 6pm, Mainlands unit #5 clubhouse, 4275 
Mainlands Blvd. Pinellas Park. Gift exchange $15 - $20 pp. 
12-13-09 Chapter ride, CANCELLED. 
12-24-09 Dinner ride, CANCELLED, Merry Christmas. 
12-27-09 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
 
 

January 
 
Breakfast ride every Saturday, 9am, Countryside Mall Sears Auto. 
 

01-03-10 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
01-17-10 Chapter ride, 10am, BK. 
01-28-10 Dinner ride to a Hillsborough County location. 



 

Happy Birthday  
 

 

Patric Zwolenski  - 12/04 

Barbara Branum  - 12/04 

Judy Bryant   - 12/06 

Suzi Zwolenski  - 12/06 

Don McLaughlin  - 12/08 

Jimmy Maccini  - 12/09 

Michael Hatch  - 12/11 

Ronald Pizzo  - 12/12 

Carol Strammiello - 12/14 

Michael Barnes  - 12/17 

Cory Runnels  - 12/23 

Claude Cyr  - 12/24 

Elias  Santos  - 12/25 

Bob Baker  - 12/26 

Richard Hartjen  - 12/28 

Vanessa Paige  - 12/28 
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